
 Preface

 This issue of the Journal of the History of Biology began with
 Arizona State University's celebration of its centennial in 1984-
 1985. The university sponsored a number of projects designed to
 bring nationally recognized experts to ASU for conferences and
 lectures. The three of us - historian, biologist, and philosopher -
 decided to invite a group of scholars to discuss historical and
 philosophical issues relevant to ecology and evolutionary biology.
 The way in which ecology has been informed by evolutionary

 biology, or has remained largely independent of it, was to be a
 central question. We agreed to ask predominantly younger schol-
 ars, who had not published extensively in the history of ecology
 and whose views were not so well known, rather than established
 experts. Thus on March 1-2, 1985, we held a conference at ASU
 on the topic "Reflections on Ecology and Evolutionary Biology."
 This collection of papers comprises an updated version of the talks
 presented at that conference. In addition to the authors repre-
 sented here, Malcolm Kottler spoke about David Lack and his
 work and William Provine discussed ecological genetics.

 Publication of this material has been sponsored by the Arizona
 State University Centennial Commission. We also received fund-
 ing and moral support from Dean Charles Woolf of the Graduate
 College, to whom we are particularly grateful. The Zoology
 Department, the Department of Botany and Microbiology, the
 Center for Environmental studies, the Ecology Colloquium Series,
 the History and Philosophy of Science Colloquium Series, and the
 Philosophy Department all provided financial support for the con-
 ference and for this publication. We thank them most sincerely,

 especially Richard Creath and Michael White, who provided
 an outstanding meal for our guests, and Nita Dagon and Joy
 Erickson, who handled paperwork, mailings, checks, and generally
 helped to keep things running smoothly.

 We are indebted to the conference participants, both speakers
 and listeners, for keeping the discussion lively and informative.
 Contributors to this volume deserve our warm gratitude for their
 prompt submission of excellent manuscripts. Douglas Futuyma
 performed an unusually heroic service: we asked him to do the
 nearly impossible, to listen to two days of papers and then to react
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 spontaneously at the end. He succeeded impressively, with a fine
 survey of issues and contributions and by anticipating the remain-
 ing questions. We thank him for his willingness to undertake such
 a task and for performing it so well. We have included his
 comments here, with only minor editing, even though they con-
 sider essays that do not appear in these pages.

 Finally, we thank the JHB staff, especially associate editor
 Shirley Roe, for her assistance in publishing this material. It is our
 pleasure to have the conference results appear in the Journal of
 the History of Biology.

 Jane Maienschein

 James P. Collins

 John Beatty
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